Between

Americans

an exchange between two cultures.
a small community

of strangers
across the political divide with a common desire
to understand and be understood.

a reminder of the work left to do to

strengthen our nation.

a landmark commemorating the day our

national narrative changed course.

a story of a single year.

installation

on November 8, 2017. Photos of faces line the left wall,
looking across the room at the same photos on the right wall. On the floor,
a timeline of key national events over the twelve months. Hanging from the
ceiling, selections from journal entries throughout the year.

2016
The wall on the
left captures our
individual raw
responses to
November 8, 2016.
Threads connect
common themes.

2017
The wall on the
right, one year
later, with excerpts
from interviews
reflecting on
experiences over
the year.

web version
Also launched on November 8,
2017, this will be a wall of faces on
the screen. Hover over a face to
hear their voice reflecting back on
the year of conversations with the
opposite side. Click for excerpts
from the year’s written reflections.

we’re looking for
12 Trump and 12 Hillary
supporters, many referred through
our friends. They hold deep
political convictions but are eager
to learn from different perspectives.
We’re seeking people who meet and
people who break the liberal and
conservative stereotypes.

why participate?
Because none of us benefits from a divided nation.

commitment: 2-4 hrs/month, Dec 2016 –

Nov 2017.

Because we’ll probably need each other’s help
decoding the news this year.

• Respond to 2 questions each month (see details
next page) with a brief paragraph posted to the
private community forum.

And to seek small actions we individually can do to
become stronger citizens.

• Read others’ posts and follow up by phone when
something strikes your curiosity.
• List the best times for others to call you to follow
up on something you’ve written.
• In fall 2017, we’ll call you for a recorded interview
on your experiences over the year. We’ll also
work with you to select 4-5 excerpted posts that
best tell the story of how the year has evolved for
you. These are the only pieces that will be made
public—the rest of the conversations you have on
the forum will stay private, part of the process but
not the product.
• General ground rules: (1) Respect each other’s
privacy. (2) Seek to understand, not to advise.

privacy:

We are selecting a community of
fellow Americans with common ground, but we
also understand that political conversations can get
tough and that we’re asking you to trust a group of
initial strangers.
• The website will be a private blog. Only logged-in
members can view posts.
• Phone calls can be made via a central dial-in
number with forwarding extensions so your
personal phone number is not shared.
• Community members will see each other’s profile
photo and first name. Real names are preferred,
but aliases are fine.
• The public will see nothing of your conversations
until November 2017. After that, your photo will
be public, with no name or other identifying
information. They’ll hear an edited interview in
your voice, and be able to read excerpts from your
community posts, all of which you’ve had the
chance to approve beforehand.

monthly questions

will focus on
individual stories and can include suggestions from
the group.
Possible icebreakers: What led you to accept the
invitation to join this community? What are your
hobbies? What communities do you identify with
and what holds them together?
Political questions might include: How did you
initially react to Trump’s election? Who do you
distrust? What experiences or readings have shaped
your political view? What about our nation’s
direction most concerns you?

communication: In addition to responding

to the monthly questions, post anytime to the
private forum reflecting on a recent event, venting
frustrations, floating an idea, whatever comes to
you. You can keep posts private until ready to share.
Phone will be the only way to comment directly
on each other’s posts; we encourage building
community through one-on-one conversations.

sign up /
questions?
If you’re interested in joining
or have suggestions, please
contact Bo:
info@intoschism.org
Thanks!

“It has become impossible for
me to ignore the fact that
the world we are creating
does not come close to
fulfilling its promise.”
—Peter Block, from
Community: the Structure of
Belonging

